
LEADERSHIP 
   We are beginning to put on some years in our 
Community Center organization.  To some, 14 
years may not seem to be a lot but to many of us 
it’s been a long road.  It was a very rocky begin-
ning as we looked for direction and stability to 
keep us moving forward. 
   We can be truly thankful for a handful of people 
that provided the stability during the first few 
years as we struggled to maintain our balance: 
Bob and Dawn Neilsen, Marge Estenson, Joyce 
Brooks, Vern Blumhagen, Kimm Esser and Laura 
Olson. In the first few years we lost Bob and 
Marge but the foundation for the operations of the 
Center had been established.   Vern Blumhagen, 
Dawn Neilsen and Laura Olson, helped Walter and 
Joyce Wilson, Linda Schaefers, Dick and Berna-
dette Barnes, Faith Bokros, Becky Holmes and Pat 
Sherfield transition into the leadership roles. This 
is just a short list of many that contributed to the 
success of the Center over the years. 
   During these 14 years the Center has been a 
focal point in the valley, the leadership has be-
come steady and provided continuity as we con-
tinued in our growth.  Everything that has been 
accomplished over the years could not have hap-
pened without the support of our membership 
and the generous support of the McKenzie Valley 
community.  Like the Center, many of us are ap-
proaching our golden years.  Some of our leader-
ship moved from the area, some have had to re-
duce activities or resign due to health reasons.  As 
a result, we have a couple of Board (cont p3)    

Vida McKenzie Community Center 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DRIVE IS ON 

MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
   On Many 10th we held our annual membership 
meeting of the Vida McKenzie Community Center.  
As with many organizational membership meet-
ings, the attendance was low.  But this did not 
keep those attending from hearing about the suc-
cess and growth of the Center over the past year. 
   Community Center President Walter Wilson en-
lightened the group on the past years’ accom-
plishments and many of those that have occurred 
since the Center was incorporated in 2000. The 
Center has continued to increase donations to the 
community which include, the scholarship pro-
gram at McKenzie High School, Meals on Wheels, 
and the Blue River Clinic, to mention a few.  Many 
times the Center is asked to donate to a special-
ized program during the year and we have re-
sponded when appropriate.  Walt said, while the 
Center is not overflowing with funds, he is thank-
ful to the community for supporting the fundrais-
ing events that allows us to remain active, pay our 
bills and support some community organizations 
with donations. 
   The membership meeting is also the time every-
one dreads.  It’s that time for the election of Of-
fers and Board Members.  The past year our Sec-
retary and Treasurer stepped down along with 
two Board Members.  
   Walter Wilson and Dawn Neilsen will continue 
as President and Vice President.  Linda Schaefers 
will assume the duties of Secretary.  Vern Blumha-
gen will continue as Treasurer on a limited basis. 
Gerry Aster was elected to fill one Board position. 
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BINGO NIGHT  -  2nd SATURDAY MONTHLY  -   Doors open 6:15pm—Games at 7:00pm 
“we’ve got best food, desserts, good coffee, cold drinks, great friends and games in the valley” 
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Walter W Wilson,   President 
   We are beginning to put on some 
years in our Community Center or-
ganization.  To some, 14 years may 
not seem to be a lot but to many of 
us it’s been a wonderful experience 
as we have watched the Center grow 

and flourish.  A Center that has been very success-
ful from a meager beginning, doing well, something 
that we all can be excited and proud of.  This suc-
cess is directly related to you and the resident of 
our beautiful community. 
   Your membership enable us to accomplish so 
much the past year. 
 We were able to contribute funding to the 

McKenzie High School scholarship, in addition 
supporting the local Meals on Wheels organiza-
tion. 

 We held our first ever community “Emergency 
Preparedness” conference.  The room was 
packed with community residents eager to learn 
how to take care of themselves during an emer-
gency. 

 Over 30 residents attended a meeting with the 
U.S. Postal Service personnel as they discussed 
possible postal service cutback in the valley. 

 We were able to make necessary repairs to the 
Center’s flooring, electrical service and bat re-
moval from the attic and insulation replacement. 

We have several items planned for this year. 
 Entrance driveway improvement 
 Improved fire equipment safety items 
 Electrical service improvements 
 Re-striping of parking lot 
   We are excited about the above items and have 
started to work on some.  We are anxious to get 
started and complete the others. 
   We need your help.  If you have not done so, 
please renew your membership today.  You are a 
vital link to the success of our Community Center.  
Many of you are recent members  and many are 
some of the original members from our beginning 
in 2000. I have included a membership form and 
envelope for your convenience.   

Thank you for your support. 

2620 NIGHTS OF BINGO 
   WOW, that adds up to a lot of games.  That’s 
about 131 months of Bingo at the Center.  Since 
2003 we’ve had a family fun night of bingo every 
month except one.  This spring we got snowed out. 
   Over the years, every August, we did a little cele-
brating.  This year we had a bunch of Bingo gift cer-
tificates as part of the raffle in addition to an extra 
large raffle basket.  Thanks for the great community 
support of this monthly fundraiser. 
   The payout amount for the games started at 
$10.00 and three special games went for $15.00 
each.  The bonus ball game had $305.00 in the jack-
pot,  unfortunately no one won with the bonus ball 
number so that amount rolled over to $310.00 in 
September. 
   The snack bar was loaded with cakes, pies, cook-
ies, ice cream, chili and hotdogs, to the delight of 
everyone. 
   Everyone had a fun filled night.  So mark your cal-
endars and be there for our next bingo night:  Satur-
day, October 11th.  Doors open at 6:15pm and we 
start calling the games at 7pm.  Come early and 
grab a bite to eat and stay for a fun night. 

McKenzie River Lions Dinner 
On May 15th, the Lions Club organized another din-
ner for the com-
munity.  It was 
hosted by Ann 
Penny along with 
Chef Kimlyn Es-
ser.  While Chef 
Kimlyn was busy 
in the kitchen 
preparing the 
smoked beef bris-
ket and mustard 
pan sauce cod with grape vinaigrette, hostess Ann 
was greeting everyone during the social hour.  Eve-
ryone had fun chatting with Ann as they tasted a 
combination of Merlot and Riesling at the jelly bean 
wine bar.  After that we moved to the cheese paring 
station for another delightful treat.     (cont. p3 )
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Your membership is really important 

LEADERSHIP  from p1:  positions open which need 
to be filled.  The By-Laws require you must be a 
member of the Center for one year prior to becom-
ing a Board member.  The Board meets only six 
times a year and meetings start with a dinner/social 
gathering at 6pm before the 6:30pm regular board 
meeting.  This is not a demanding position but an 
important one.  Walt would like to talk to you about 
it, give him a call. 
   The Centers long-time standing treasurer, Vern 
Blumhagen, needs to reduce his activities and will 
be stepping down.  We are looking for someone to 
assume the treasurer position.  Vern will assist in 
explaining these duties to a member willing to learn 
this vital part of the VMCC operation.   
   We have come a long way from our meager be-
ginnings.  Many of those in the long time leadership 
roles are needing to step aside and allow new mem-
bers to come in and lead as we to strive to move 
the Center forward. 

DINNER from p2:  There were several different bot-
tles of wine be-
ing poured for 
the enjoyment 
of everyone. 
   We all were 
awaiting the 
call  form Chef 
Kimlyn letting 
us know when 
it was time to 
be seated.  
Soon we were 
served with luscious jicama citrus salad, before we 
began with our choice of brisket or cod served with 
sautéed Brussels sprouts, baked potatoes, and 
roasted cauliflower with sweet funnel.  This was all 
followed by a variety of desserts.  We rounded off 
the evening with a great selection of raffle prizes.  
Rhett Ashley was the big winner when he won an 
aged bottle of port which Rhett generously shared 
with many of those attending. 

WE GOT STRIPES 
 

The lines were getting a little hard to see when pull-
ing into the Center’s parking lot.  With a garden 
sprayer, a few gallons of paint and several hours of 
work, Eric Olson created a work of art on our 
“canvas” parking lot.  Now you can actually drive in 
and find dedicated parking space lines. 

ROLL THOSE TOWELS 
 

   After using the rolled paper towels for hand dry-
ing for many years, we have made a change.  It 
does not seem like a big thing but with so many dif-
ferent forms of ill-
ness going around 
these days, a little 
bit of prevention 
could help.   
   We’ve added pa-
per towel dispens-
ers in the restroom 
and kitchen areas. 
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HOW TO PROTECT YOUR HOME 
By Megan Kime,  Intern 

 
 
 

   Most burglaries are crimes of opportunity, so if breaking into a house is too time-consuming or difficult, 
the burglar will likely give up.  Windows, doors, and garage doors are the most used entry points because 
they are often left open or unlocked, especially in the summer when it’s warm outside.  The easiest way to 
discourage burglars is to close and lock everything at night, but here are some other tips and tricks. 
 
   All window should have at least two locks on them, not just the latches that come with the window.  
Storm windows can count as a secondary lock, as do alarm systems.  Blocking devices are encouraged as 
well, such as a wooden track filler, because they keep windows from completely opening meaning a poten-
tial burglar won’t be able to slip through.  Track fillers also make it difficult for a window to be lifted out of 
its track. 
 
   Different types of doors, like front doors, sliding doors, or French doors, all use different types of securi-
ty.  Front doors should be made out of solid wood or metal and should have a 180 degree peephole that 
everyone should be able to easily see out of;  the peephole shouldn’t be higher than 58” off the ground.  
Like windows, sliding glass doors should have a dowel or other type of stick in the track so that they don’t 
open all the way.  Along with dowel or stick, sliding glass doors should have a second locking device used 
at night that blocks the door from being opened at all, like a metal “charley bar” that fold down and keeps 
the door from being opened.  If you have French doors that lead outside, you should make sure that they 
have a solid frame and a reinforced strike plate.  The doors should have tempered safety glass or laminat-
ed glass, too, which makes it harder to simply break the glass and reach through to unlock the door.  You 
should also install a deadbolt, and consider installing a bar across the inside of the door. 
 
   Certain ways of landscaping can deter burglars or thieves as well.  Planting thorny bushes or shrubs un-
der windows makes it harder for someone to enter through one.  Trim any tree branches, shrubs, vines or 
other climbing plants that could be used to climb though an upper-story window.  Also, make sure you put 
away any ladders or chairs instead of leaving them leaning against the house or in the yards.  They, too, 
can be used by burglars. 
 

 

 

Lane County Sheriff’s Office 
 

Serving the People of Lane County 
 
  128 E. 8th Street, Eugene, OR 97401  541 682-6790   www.lanesheriff.org 

Sgt. Carrie Carver 



October 8, 2014 (Wednesday) 

9:15am to 4:00pm - 6 Hour Class  -  We will break for lunch 
but remain at the Center 

 Vida Community Center 
90377 Thomson Lane 
Vida 
 
 
 

Please Bring A Sack Lunch,  
 

 

MUST PREREGISTER BY CALLING 
Walter Wilson 541 521-5900                    

 
 
 

$20.00 
 

A discounted fee of $15.00 for  
current AARP members who  

bring their AARP cards to  
registration for validation  

 
Upon completion of the course a certificate is issued for your insurance verification.  
Class size is limited so early registration is recommended.  If you are not an AARP 
member and wish to join you can call 1-800-950-2724 or go on line at 
www.aarp.org and stated the process early to insure your membership is activated 
prior to the class date. 
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  Help Prevent                                         
Crime 

 

     JOIN YOUR LOCAL  
    NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH 

 

 
Deerhorn area:    - - - - -  Peter Barnett— 896-3715 
Vida area:  - - - - -  -  Vern Blumhagen— 896-3814 
McKenzie Bridge:  - - - - Frank Geiger— 822-3543 
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Your business card printed here for a donation of $10.00 per issue or pay for a year in advance for only $35.00. 
Send your card and payment to: VMCC, PO Box 163, Vida, Oregon 97488 

 

 

McKenzie River  
Yoga 

 
 
 

Tuesday Evenings 5:30pm 
All Ages Welcome — Beginner to Master 

Vida Community Center — Information  541 896-3009 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

After serving 21 years of dedicated service to  
friends and neighbors as Director of the  

McKenzie District of the Lane Electric Cooperative,  
Pat has decided it’s time to retire. 

 
 
 
 

Thank you Pat for your service to the community  
and thank you for your continued support of the 

Vida Community Center. 

 
  

 

                                                                                         

 
                                                                                                         

 

Judy Casad 
(360) 420-4602 

Judy@JCasadArt.com 
Www.JCasadArt.com 

   BBBLUE LUE LUE RRRIVER IVER IVER WWWORLD ORLD ORLD AAARTRTRT   

fine art prints * original canvas * note cards * gifts 

What a great event the Chainsaw Art Festival 
was this year.  Hope everyone had a chance to 
join in on the fun and what the chips fly. 
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We are trying to get on Facebook.  Check it out..  

VIDA McKENZIE  
COMMUNITY CENTER 

 

OFFICERS 
PRESIDENT:              Walter W Wilson  896-0153 
VICE PRESIDENT:      Dawn Neilsen      896-3036 
TREASURER:                                             
SECRETARY:              Linda Schaefers   822-3947 

 

  

Your memberhip 
is really  

Important to us 

  
 
 

Vida Community Center 
2nd Saturday Monthly 

Doors open at 6:15—Games begin at 7pm 
We got the best snack bar on the river. 

 

“Where friends and families meet for a fun time” 

Need a place for a large family gathering? 

Best 
ren

tal ra
tes 

on 

the ri
ver 

For rental information call 541 822-3947 
Vida McKenzie Community Center 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Fishing & Scenic River Trips 
 

Oregon, Idaho 
 

Steve Schaefers 
 

Guide and Outfitter 
P.O. Box 34 

Vida, Oregon 97488 
541 (896-3789) 

Cell 541 (915-8656) 
E-Mail sgsfish@aol.com 

 

 

 

 

 
       

 

R I V E R ' S  E D G E  Q U I L T I N G  

P a m e l a  J .  R e i m  

Owner - Quilter  Leaburg OR 

       Long-Arm Machine Quilting 
Overall Pantographs to Custom Designs 

 

Phone: 541-896-3033 
E-mail: riversedgequilting@msn.com 

 MP 24,  McKenzie Highway  896-0017 

 

SPONSOR  
A BINGO GAME 

 
 

Call Vern Blumhagen 541 896-3814  
or email to:  vblumhagen@q.com 

 
To find out what’s it all about. 

Blackberry Hill Herb Farm & Nursery 
 

43259 McKenzie Hwy ~ Leaburg OR 97489 
www.blackberryhillnursery.com 

 
Certified Organic plants and lavender products 

 

Carol & Jessica Black      541-896-3971 

GO FURR LLC 
CCB #182436 
LBPR #182436 

 

HANDY PERSON SERVICES 
FOR THE 

  MCKENZIE RIVER VALLEY 
 

   DOUGLAS AND MARY FURR 
          OWNERS 

 

LICENSED   INSURED   BONDED 
             REFERENCES 

CALL THE HANDY GO FURR! 

[541] 896-3578 

McKenzie Valley  
Pump  

Installations  -  Service & Repair 

896-0453 

 

Emergency Service 7 Days A Week 

LATE BLOOMERS  
GARDEN CLUB 

Meets 3rd Thursday Monthly 

Information—541-746-9020 

 

46725 Goodpasture Road, Vida, OR 97488 
541.896.3613 

www.wayfarerresort.com         info@wayfarerresort.com 

 



Thank you
 fo

r y
ou

r 

support
  

 

VIDA McKENZIE COMMUNITY CENTER  
 

MEMBERSHIP Dues………………………………………………...  $10.00__ 
UPGRADE Fund…………………………………………..  ______________ 
 
 

T-Shirts……(Size____________________)........ ___ @  $  6.00 = _____          
  
 

BUSINESS Card Advertisement Printed Quarterly 
Printed in One Issue …………………………___ @  $10.00 = _____ 
Four Issue Special …...….…………………. ___ @  $35.00 = _____ 
 
Please include your business card. 

                                                       TOTAL…….. __________ 
Please make check payable to: VMCC,  P.O. Box 163, Vida, Oregon 97488    

T-shirts and Sweatshirts come 
in:  Medium,  Large, XLarge 
 
Please indicate the size when 

ordering. 
 

Pick up at Community Center   
or 

Shipping and Handling for 
1 shirt = $3.00 
2 shirts = $5.25 

MEMBERSHIP FORM 2014 
 

Name__________________________________________________ 
 

Spouse Name______________________________________________ 
 

Address____________________________________________________          
 

City______________________State__________Zip___________________ 
 

Telephone________________________Email___________________________ 
 

Household dues at $10.00 per year.  Good until May 2015 
Any amount received over $10.00 will go toward the building fund 
Vida Community Center is a 501(c)3 corporation, your donations may be tax deductible  

 
Thanks for being a friend of the Vida McKenzie Community Center.  .  
Your membership is greatly appreciated. 
 
 Thank you,  
Walter W. Wilson 

THE “CENTER” IS LOOKING FOR SOME HELP 
We could use a helping hand at our monthly Bingo games. 

 
Snack Bar, setting up and serving:    Give Pat Sherfield a call at 541 988-9735.   
 

Bingo Callers.  Give Walt Wilson a call at 541 896-0153 
 

Money Takers:  Give Vern Blumhagen a call at 541 896-3814 

MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 

Please Print this page and Send in your Membership 


	River's Edge Quilting

