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2008 ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

   Vida McKenzie Community Center Corporation President 

Walter Wilson opened the annual meeting on Saturday 
May 3rd to a lively group of members.  He went over a list 

of accomplishments the Center had achieved since the last 
annual meeting in 2007.  The list included the Center’s 

Board Directors and Officers working together to achieve 

many of the accomplishments, an increase in member-
ship, increased financially support to the McKenzie High 

School Scholarship fund, the McKenzie Mobile Meals on 
Wheels, Leaburg Library Children’s fund and the Walter-

ville Pre-School.  Vern Blumhagen was thanked for his sug-

gestion that the Center could obtain energy efficient with 
brighter lights. The Center received a rebate from E.W.E.B. 

by following up and getting the new lights for the Center.  
The Late Bloomers Garden Club members enhanced the 

beauty of the Center with lots of flowers in the newly cre-

ated flower beds around the front and back of the building.  
McKenzie Valley Pump donated the sprinkler system that 

covered the beds around the Center. Vern presented the 
Board with figures that indicated that (Cont. page 3)          
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Join in on the family fun night of bingo on the 2nd Saturday of each month.  Doors open at 6:15, 
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Walter Wilson 
President, Vida McKenzie Community Center 

 

   I’ll try and not rehash what is already written 

about in our newsletter, but we do have some 
things that I will touch on a little.   

   As many of you know the ―Center‖, as it is known today was 
given to the community in the year 2000 by the McKenzie River 

Club members.  Each year since then the Center has taken a 

step forward and with that, the membership has increased.  
While the Center is not as dependent upon the membership 

dues to sustain it’s everyday activities, the membership and it’s 
dues are important to the Center.  Thus our Membership Drive 
is on.  I  thank each of you who have supported the Center is 
the past with your membership.  If you have not sent in your 

membership form for this year, I encourage you to take a mo-

ment, fill it out and send it in along with your check for the 
dues which is held at a low amount by your Board of Directors 

at $10.00 per family.     
   In August 2003 we began an event at the Center that contin-

ues to thrive and be a source of enjoyment to the community.  

An event that happens only once a month which many have 
asked if we could do it more often.  This event is our monthly 

Bingo games.  It has truly become an event in which all mem-
bers of a family can enjoy.  Many players help support the 

event from time to time by bringing cakes and pies that are 
sold at the snack bar.  This single source of monthly games has 

become a reliable fundraiser for the Center.    

   This is our 5th year of having Bingo at the Center.  We will 
again open our doors for a ―Night of Free Bingo‖ on Saturday 

August 9th to say ―thank you‖ to our members and the com-
munity for the years of great support.  Most of our players play 

two to four bingo cards, therefore the Center will pay your en-

try fee for four cards per person.  If you decide you desire to 
play more than four cards, then the usual rate of two cards for 

$5.00 will apply.  The games will follow the same basic rules as 
in past games,  extra cards may be purchased for each game 

and for the ―blackout‖ game.  The prize for ―blackout‖ will start 
at $75.00.  If this is anything like our free night of bingo in  

years past, we will have a Center full of players,  so come early 

for the best seats.  Weather permitting, we’ll have tables set up 
on the back deck.  This will require a little cooperation from the 

players to let us know on the inside that the deck area players 
have a bingo.  But I think it can be worked out. 

   We have had a couple of weekly classes at the Center in the  

past few months that sparked the community interest.  Julie 
Revello introduced us to the world of ―Learn to Dance‖, featur-

ing Tap, Jazz, African, Latin/Salsa, Hip Hop/Funk and Dance 
Conditioning.  This started off great but I think the coming of 

summer put a damper on it.  Shortly after Julie started,  a 

Tuesday night weekly class of ―Yoga‖ began.  This class is con-
tinuing on a weekly basis.  Information about the Yoga ses-

sions may be obtained by calling 913-9424.   
   Your support of the Center with your membership and sup-

port of our fundraisers are important to the Center.  Just last 
week some of your membership dues and fundraising money 

helped us pay for a new pump in our water well. 

SPRING 

CLEANUP 
   Members came with tools loaded in the back of their pick-

ups and cars for the annual Spring Cleanup on Saturday April 

5th.  It was a little overcast and cool but with a cap, jacket 
and gloves on and a little manual labor hauling and stacking 

branches everyone kept warm.  With Les Blum working his 
chain saw magic, he kept a 

lot of members busy carrying 
branches away.  He want 

from the back of the Center 

around the parking lot and 
down the driveway cutting 

away and we ended up with a 
major pile of brush.  

   Helping along the way was 

Vern Blumhagen, Mike and 
Fa i t h   B ok ro s ,  B ob 

Schumacher, Ron short, Rebecca Emlay, Joyce and Walter 
Wilson. 

   During the week of the cleanup, Jensen’s Tree Service out 

Linda Schaefers 

INTERIOR LIGHTING 
   Thanks to an E.W.E.B. lighting rebate the Center was able 

to replace the old overhead lighting fixtures for 1/4 the cost of 
new fixtures.  The new fixtures are energy efficient and much 

brighter fixtures.  All the fixtures throughout the Center were 

replaced. 
   With the help of Vern Blum-

hagen, Les Blum and Walter 
Wilson, Mike Bokros was able 

to install the new fixtures in 
the main room of the Center 

on the day of the Spring 

Cleanup.  The lighting fixtures 
for the rest of the Center had 

to wait about a week before 
Mike and Walt were able to 

get them installed.   

   We owe Vern Blumhagen a 
special thank you for taking on 

the job of checking with E.W.E.B. and getting the Center new 
lighting and the rebate.  



Want to rent the community center?  Give Linda a call at 822-3947 

Membership Meeting from p1:    purchasing a new  propane 

tank would be cost effective in the long run.  He also negoti-
ated a price reduction from a local supplier.  The old tank, an 

eyesore, was removed from the front of the Center and the 
new tank was installed on the West end of the Center.  

McKenzie Plumbing donated and installed the new propane 

piping hardware.  Thanks to Bob Grafton, the parking lot was 
leveled and resurfaced with gravel.  Board member Dawn Neil-

sen took on the project of finding window shades for the inte-
rior of the Center and with some help from Bernadette St.Onge

-Barnes the Center has a new inside look. 
   Walt went on the say that the community is very supportive 

of the Center with the fundraisers.  The Christmas Bazaar was 

again a success even though it requires a lot of work to put it 
on.  The Center is looking for more members to become in-

volved to ease the burdened and not burn out the members 
that have been doing it for years.  The monthly family Bingo 

games are going into its 5th successful year.  This has been a 

good fundraiser for the Center and one that has been enjoyed 
by the young and old alike.   

   In September Cycle Oregon rode through the upper 
McKenzie Valley area and with it came a request for community 

volunteers.  Our membership contributed the greatest amount 
of hours which was turned into dollars going to the Center in 

the amount of over $1000.00 

   Because of fundraisers and renting of the Center for group 
meetings and social events the Center is in good financial 

health.  The Center was rented between 2007/08 52 times.  
Some of the groups that use the Center include:  the Vida-

McKenzie Neighborhood Watch, the Sew and So’s Quilting and 

Craft group, a Bunco group, once a month Texas Hold’em 
games, weekly Yoga Class, EWEB holds general meeting, 

McKenzie Guides, AARP holds driving refresher classes and the 
list goes on.   

   The membership of the Center has continued to grow with 

each year and each of us should search out new members.  
Walt said that our membership dues are at $10.00 and have 

been so for many years since it was raised from the original 
$5.00 per year dues.  The Board of Directors voted to hold the 

dues at the low amount of $10.00 since the community has 
been very good at supporting the Center’s fundraisers.  At the 

general meeting those present also agreed that the dues 

should remain at $10.00  
   Walt thanked Vern Blumhagen for his almost everyday sup-

port and Linda Schaefers for handling the coordination of rent-
ing the Center and all the associated telephone calls.  He 

thanked the Board Directors for supporting the Center’s Offi-

cers and providing guidance.  Walt reminded those present 
that many of the Officers and Board Directors have served the 

Center for many years which provides continuity but even the 
best of people need a break from service now and then.  Dif-

ferent members of the Center are encouraged to step forward 
and become involved in the affairs of the Center as it continues 

to be an asset to the community.    

   And then it was time for the election of Officers and several 
open Board of Director positions.  All of the Officers and Board 
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Directors had indicated they would continue another term 

unless another member wanted to participate in the leader-
ship of the Center.  The elections of Officers and Board Direc-

tors was short and to the point.  The continuity of leadership 
of the Vida McKenzie Community Center will continue with the 

current seated Officers and Board Directors: 

 
Officers– One year term 

 President: Walter Wilson 
 Vice President: Dawn Neilsen 

 Treasurer: Vern Blumhagen 
 Secretary: Laura Olson 

 

Board Directors—Two years terms with an additional two year 
term 

 Vern Blumhagen       Laura Olson       
 Faith Bokros             Linda Schaefers 

 Joyce Brooks            Ron Short          

 Rebecca Emlay         Dave Starck        
 Becky Holmes          Walter W Wilson  

 Dawn Neilsen    
     The 2008 general membership meeting was close shortly 

after the election. 

LATE 
BLOOMERS 

GARDEN 
CLUB AT 
WORK 

  Judy Pratt and her gang 
from the Late Bloomers 

Garden Club really put 

some color to the Center. 
Judy asked Walt what do  

we want?  He said, give us 
come color.  They wanted 

some planter mix, some 

mulch and they added flow-
ers.   Color, color and more 

color everywhere. Front, 
side and back is aglow in 

color.  It is so nice to drive 
up to the Center and see 

such a wonderful array of 

flowers as they surround 
the building.  These pic-

tures were taken at least a  
month ago.   The flowers  

are even more beautiful 

now.  

   Thank you Late Bloomers Garden Club members 
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Your business card printed here for a donation of $10.00 per issue or pay for a year in advance for only $35.00. 

Send your card and payment to: VMCC, PO Box 163, Vida, Oregon 97488 

McKenzie Valley  
Pump  

Installations  -  Service & Repair 

896-0453 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yoga Classes 
 
 

Tuesday Evenings — Vida Community Center 

For information call 541 913-9424 

 

  

 

Emergency Service 7 Days A Week 

 

Fishing & Scenic River Trips 
 

Oregon, Idaho 
 

Steve Schaefers 
 

Guide and Outfitter 
P.O. Box 34 

Vida, Oregon 97488 

541 (896-3789) 
Cell 541 (915-8656) 

E-Mail sgsfish@aol.com 

 

 MP 24,  McKenzie Highway  896-0017 

RON SHORT CONSTRUCTION 

 

GENERAL CONTRACTOR 
 
   New Construction, Remodels, Repairs, Maintenance 

 

       Phone: 541 896-9848                      CCB# 78917 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 50660 McKenzie Hwy.,  MP38 
Finn Rock, OR 97488 

541-822-6080 

Jeffery & Linda Chapek 
Texas Hold’Em 

Thur. 7pm 
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 BOARD DIRECTORS 

 
Vern Blumhagen 896-3814      Laura Olson      896-3298 

Faith Bokros       896-9435      Linda Schaefers 822-3947 
Joyce Brooks      896-3212      Ron Short         896-9848 
Rebecca Emlay   896-9848      Dave Starck       896-0017 

Becky Holmes    988-3838      Walter W Wilson 896-0153 
Dawn Neilsen     896-3036 
 

RENTAL COORDINATOR 
Linda Schaefers 822-3947 

VIDA McKENZIE  
COMMUNITY CENTER 

 

OFFICERS 
PRESIDENT:              Walter W Wilson  896-0153 
VICE PRESIDENT:      Dawn Neilsen      896-3036 
TREASURER:    Vern Blumhagen  896-3814                                         
SECRETARY:              Laura Olson        896-3298 

 

 

                                                                                               

 

Sew and So’s 
 

Quilt and Needle Crafters of the 

McKenzie Valley.  Meet noon to 4pm 
the first Monday of every month at the 

Vida Community Center.   
Call Pat at 896-0199 for info.  

  

 

DAVID W. HINSON, CFP, CPA, PFS, CLU, 

ChFC, CLTC, CASL, CSA, CFS, AEP 
Hinson@LegacyPlanners.com 

 
 
 

Telephone   541.284.7171                                            30 Country Club Road 
Facsimile     541.684.0371                                 Eugene, Oregon 97401-2437 
Toll Free      866.416.1040                                  www.LegacyPlanners.com 

 
 
 

Vida Community Center 
2nd Saturday Monthly 

Doors open at 6:15—Games begin at 7pm 
We got the best snack bar on the river. 

 

“Where friends and families meet for a fun time” 

 

Need a place for a large family gathering? 

W
e g

ot th
e b

est
 ra

tes
 

on th
e r

ive
r 

For rental information call 541 822-3947 

LATE BLOOMERS GARDEN CLUB 
McKenzie Valley  

 

 
 
 

 
 

Membership Information 
            896-3014 

                                                                                                  

 

 

                    Doug Bales 
                  Vice President—Investments 

 

 
 

        wachovia securities 

 

   Wachovia Securities, LLC 

  975 Oak Street, Suite 975 

  Eugene, OR 97401 

  Tel 541 242-6527 

  Fax 541 684-0554 

  Toll Free 877 778-9508 

     Member NYSE/SIPC doug.bales@wachoviasec.com 

 
 
 

 

  

 
E-mail: riversedgequilting@msn.com 
541-896-3033 

R I V E R ' S  E D G E  Q U I L T I N G  

P a m e l a  J .  R e i m  

Owner - Quilter  Leaburg OR 

Creative Long-Arm Machine Quilting 
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Leaburg Summer Festi-
val 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

BRING YOUR BABY TO THE McKENZIE RIVER 

LIONS’  LEABURG FESTIVAL SMILIN’ BABY CONTEST 
 

SATURDAY, July 26, 2008 
11:00 AM – Pre-register at the info booth  

Smilin’ Baby 

Contest 
(Under 30 Months) 

Sponsored by the 
McKenzie River Lions 

 

 

 

WE ARE LOOKING FOR THE SWEETEST SMILE 

AND MOST CHARMING BABY ON THE RIVER! 


